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In August 2007, the SNP published a white paper on Scotland’s future, containing the bill which would 
authorise a referendum on Scottish independence and setting out the proposed ballot paper. Through 
the Scottish Opinion Survey, TNS-BMRB has conducted a series of periodic polls since then to establish 
how the Scottish electorate would respond to the two options specified if such a referendum were to  
be held now. This poll is the eighth in the series and was conducted between 25th November and  
2nd December 2009.

The results of this poll were published in ‘The Herald’ on 7th December 2009.

TNS-BMRB is a member of the British Polling Council (BPC) and abides by its rules. We also operate 
within the Code of Conduct of the Market Research Society (MRS). In accordance with these rules the 
following information is provided:

Sample size 998

Sampling points 55

Fieldwork dates 25th November – 2nd December 2009

Interview method Face-to-face, in-home

Population sampled All adults aged 18+ in Scotland

Sampling method The poll was conducted through our Omnibus, Scottish Opinion Survey. 
For this survey, sampling points are selected to be representative of 
Scotland demographically and geographically. Within each sampling point, 
a quota sampling method is used for respondent selection.

Data weighting Data are weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ in Scotland, based 
on population profile estimates from the National Readership Survey. 
Weighting is carried out in relation to working status within gender, age, 
social grade and electoral region.
Unweighted and weighted bases are shown at the top of each data table.

Questions The data tables show the question wording in full

Further enquiries Chris.Eynon@tns-global.com

View main data set Referendum on Scottish Independence (8)
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AREASEGAGESEXTotal
East/

NorthSouthWestDEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMale
26233939734021525718642736220924018718018211792514484998Unweighted base
240340419277213280228407352239237171169184130109523475998Weighted base

839513210372864811511183615547644737155155310I AGREE that the Scottish
35%28%31%37%34%31%21%28%32%35%26%32%28%35%36%34%30%33%31%Government should

negotiate a settlement
with the Government of
the United Kingdom so
that Scotland becomes an
independent state

10916218896100130134226154801339378764139234225459I DO NOT AGREE that the
46%48%45%34%47%46%59%55%44%33%56%54%46%41%32%35%45%47%46%Scottish Government

should negotiate a
settlement with the
Government of the United
Kingdom so that Scotland
becomes an independent
state

4883997941644566877643234444423313495229Don't know
20%24%24%28%19%23%20%16%25%32%18%14%26%24%33%31%26%20%23%
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Table 1
Q1. The SNP have outlined their plans for a possible referendum on Scottish independence in the future.

If such a referendum were to be held tomorrow, how would you vote?
BASE: All aged 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 25th November - 2nd December 2009



AREATotal
Mid &North

SouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH & I
123124119138131133130100998Unweighted base
13013013014013013013080998Weighted base

3733533532465122310I AGREE that the Scottish
29%25%41%25%25%36%39%28%31%Government should

negotiate a settlement
with the Government of
the United Kingdom so
that Scotland becomes an
independent state

6663605575475440459I DO NOT AGREE that the
51%48%46%39%58%36%42%50%46%Scottish Government

should negotiate a
settlement with the
Government of the United
Kingdom so that Scotland
becomes an independent
state

2734175023362518229Don't know
21%26%13%36%17%28%19%22%23%
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  1 1 Q1. The SNP have outlined their plans for a possible referendum on Scottish independence in the future. If such a referendum were to be held tomorrow, how would you vote? BASE: All aged 18+ 998




