
VOTING INTENTIONS POLL

Published 9th November 2009
A poll was conducted by TNS–BMRB to establish current voting intentions in Scotland 
in relation to both the Holyrood and Westminster Parliaments.

The results of this poll were published in The Herald on 9th November 2009.

TNS-BMRB is a member of the British Polling Council (BPC) and abides by its rules.  
We also operate within the Code of Conduct of the Market Research Society (MRS).  In 
accordance with these rules the following information is provided:

Sample size 983

Sampling points 55

Fieldwork dates 28th October – 3rd November

Interview method Face-to-face, in-home

Population sampled All adults aged 18+ in Scotland

Sampling method The poll was conducted through our Omnibus, Scottish Opinion Survey. 
For this survey, sampling points are selected to be representative of 
Scotland demographically and geographically. Within each sampling 
point, a quota sampling method is used for respondent selection.

Data weighting Data are weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ in Scotland, 
based on population profile estimates from the National Readership 
Survey. Weighting is carried out in relation to working status within 
gender, age, social grade and electoral region.
Unweighted and weighted bases are shown at the top of each data 
table.

Voting intentions Two tables are supplied for each measure of voting intentions. The 
first of these is based on all respondents and shows the percentages 
‘uncommitted’ – i.e. who were either undecided, refused to say how 
they might vote or said that they would not vote at all. The second table 
excludes this ‘uncommitted’ group and re-percentages party support 
based on all those naming a party.  It is these latter figures which are 
published as the measure of voting intentions. Results are shown for 
both the constituency and regional votes for Holyrood.

Questions The data tables show the question wording in full.

Further enquiries Chris.Eynon@tns-global.com

View main data set Voting Intentions Tables



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
280229303171403334246242161168166136110505478983Unweighted base
273209276224401347235233168166181128107515468983Weighted base

121934375229212924121711104359102Conservative
4%9%12%17%13%8%9%12%14%7%9%9%9%8%13%10%

624653561037738653847302117103114218Labour
23%22%19%25%26%22%16%28%23%28%16%17%16%20%24%22%

91121253217171913710108293766Liberal Democrat
3%5%8%11%8%5%7%8%8%4%5%8%7%6%8%7%

48353325655225353025271796082142S.N.P.
17%17%12%11%16%15%11%15%18%15%15%13%8%12%18%14%

10698101310286745151833Other candidate or party
4%3%3%4%3%4%4%1%5%4%4%3%5%3%4%3%

5750824674936845293954363215282234Undecided
21%24%30%20%18%27%29%19%17%24%30%28%29%29%18%24%

10210920741733531191331Refused
4%1%4%4%5%2%2%7%2%2%3%2%1%4%3%3%

654134174560522124273326269463157Would not vote
24%20%12%7%11%17%22%9%14%16%18%20%24%18%13%16%
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Table 1
A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked:

Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal
193272466619575234321466321899126122118130124140113110983Unweighted base
194282436619477234331426621810212812812813812812812879983Weighted base

5-192170-----102131011171810159102Conservative
3%-8%3%*91%-----100%10%7%8%12%14%8%11%12%10%

12329101571----218-3128274327341216218Labour
6%12%12%15%81%1%----100%-24%22%21%31%21%26%9%20%22%

5-114171---66--514881757366Liberal Democrat
2%-5%62%3%1%---100%--4%11%7%6%13%4%5%4%7%

--13516---142---1414182412232016142S.N.P.
--56%1%3%---100%---11%11%14%17%9%18%16%21%14%

2236-11-33----3-751214133Other candidate or party
1%82%2%-*1%-100%----2%-5%4%10%1%3%1%3%

15813313184234-----3629382221284318234Undecided
82%3%13%19%9%5%100%-----28%22%30%16%17%22%34%22%24%

4-----------9431534331Refused
2%-----------7%3%2%1%4%3%3%4%3%

8111-5-------1729161817242412157Would not vote
4%4%5%-2%-------14%23%13%13%13%19%19%15%16%
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Table 1
A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked:

Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
14812716611726018111715510598836750244314558Unweighted base
14111615015226218711214911397906349250310560Weighted base

121934375229212924121711104359102Conservative
8%16%23%25%20%15%18%19%21%13%19%17%20%17%19%18%

624653561037738653847302117103114218Labour
44%39%35%37%39%41%34%43%34%48%33%34%35%41%37%39%

91121253217171913710108293766Liberal Democrat
7%9%14%16%12%9%16%13%12%7%11%15%16%11%12%12%

48353325655225353025271796082142S.N.P.
34%30%22%17%25%28%23%23%27%25%30%26%18%24%26%25%

10698101310286745151833Other candidate or party
7%5%6%5%4%7%9%2%7%7%8%7%11%6%6%6%
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Table 2
A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked:

Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal
24252015217371-3214663218996562658983785264558Unweighted base
23271995417273-33142662181026666719686725746560Weighted base

5-192170-----102131011171810159102Conservative
21%-9%3%1%96%-----100%20%14%15%18%21%13%25%21%18%

12329101571----218-3128274327341216218Labour
52%13%15%18%91%1%----100%-46%43%38%44%32%47%20%35%39%

5-114171---66--514881757366Liberal Democrat
20%-6%77%4%1%---100%--8%21%12%8%19%6%12%7%12%

--13516---142---1414182412232016142S.N.P.
--68%1%4%---100%---22%22%25%25%13%32%35%36%25%

2236-11-33----3-751214133Other candidate or party
7%87%3%-1%1%-100%----5%-9%6%14%1%7%2%6%
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Table 2
A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked:

Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
280229303171403334246242161168166136110505478983Unweighted base
273209276224401347235233168166181128107515468983Weighted base

91129293525181717121299384077Conservative
3%5%11%13%9%7%8%7%10%7%7%7%9%7%9%8%

554352458972335732403219149995194Labour
20%21%19%20%22%21%14%24%19%24%18%15%13%19%20%20%

128262035151623128797353166Liberal Democrat
4%4%9%9%9%4%7%10%7%5%4%7%7%7%7%7%

755462521099044585148422618100143243S.N.P.
27%26%22%23%27%26%19%25%30%29%23%21%17%19%30%25%

967781010-84764121628Other candidate or party
3%3%2%3%2%3%4%-5%2%4%5%4%2%3%3%

4445634363716041223141312912766194Undecided
16%21%23%19%16%20%26%18%13%18%22%24%27%25%14%20%

1139819741543531141630Refused
4%1%3%4%5%2%2%7%2%2%3%2%1%3%3%3%

604030204457502222223524268961150Would not vote
22%19%11%9%11%16%21%9%13%13%19%19%24%17%13%15%
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Table 3
A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal
193272466619575234321466321899126122118130124140113110983Unweighted base
194282436619477234331426621810212812812813812812812879983Weighted base

-----7741-117013871114710677Conservative
-----100%2%3%-1%*69%10%6%6%8%11%5%8%8%8%

----194-181671571262728372732512194Labour
----100%-8%3%4%10%72%1%20%21%22%27%21%25%4%15%20%

---66--13-141102798813511666Liberal Democrat
---100%--5%-*63%4%2%6%7%6%6%10%4%8%7%7%

--243---3361351129192529274423323726243S.N.P.
--100%---14%17%95%17%13%18%20%23%21%32%18%25%29%33%25%

-28----123--3-1186822128Other candidate or party
-100%----*69%--2%-1%1%6%4%6%2%2%1%3%

194-----1582-51252725321620223516194Undecided
100%-----68%5%-7%6%5%21%20%25%12%16%17%28%21%20%

------3--1--844-544230Refused
------1%--1%--6%3%3%-4%3%3%3%3%

------51--652124151617232410150Would not vote
------2%3%--3%5%16%19%12%12%14%18%19%13%15%

Page 6
SCOTTISH OPINION SURVEY - VOTING INTENTIONS : OCTOBER 2009 : JN589250

Table 3
A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
165134193117276205128163113111947454280329609Unweighted base
1581221761532752121211551201111016952284324609Weighted base

91129293525181717121299384077Conservative
5%9%17%19%13%12%15%11%15%11%12%12%18%13%12%13%

554352458972335732403219149995194Labour
34%35%29%29%32%34%27%37%27%36%32%27%27%35%29%32%

128262035151623128797353166Liberal Democrat
7%7%15%13%13%7%13%15%10%7%7%13%14%12%10%11%

755462521099044585148422618100143243S.N.P.
47%44%35%34%40%42%36%37%42%43%42%38%34%35%44%40%

967781010-84764121628Other candidate or party
5%5%4%4%3%5%8%-7%3%7%9%7%4%5%5%
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Table 4
A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal

-272466619575702914657201897171729983855870609Unweighted base
-2824366194776831142602009272757810586786550609Weighted base

-----7741-117013871114710677Conservative
-----100%6%4%-2%*77%18%11%10%10%17%9%16%12%13%

----194-181671571262728372732512194Labour
----100%-26%3%4%11%79%1%36%36%36%35%32%41%8%24%32%

---66--13-141102798813511666Liberal Democrat
---100%--19%-*69%5%2%10%12%10%8%15%6%17%11%11%

--243---3361351129192529274423323726243S.N.P.
--100%---48%18%95%19%14%20%35%39%35%41%27%41%56%51%40%

-28----123--3-1186822128Other candidate or party
-100%----1%75%--2%-1%1%10%5%9%3%3%1%5%
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Table 4
A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
280229303171403334246242161168166136110505478983Unweighted base
273209276224401347235233168166181128107515468983Weighted base

81124293225161814111487353873Conservative
3%5%9%13%8%7%7%8%9%7%8%7%7%7%8%7%

503849378362295231382416137698174Labour
18%18%18%16%21%18%12%22%19%23%13%12%12%15%21%18%

1110262240141525157796383169Liberal Democrat
4%5%9%10%10%4%7%11%9%4%4%7%6%7%7%7%

22613896544533111323Scottish Green Party
1%1%2%6%2%3%2%2%2%3%3%2%3%2%3%2%

7250554197814149484238241796122218S.N.P.
26%24%20%18%24%23%17%21%29%25%21%19%15%19%26%22%

4243363-333123912Scottish Socialist Party
2%1%1%1%1%2%1%-2%2%2%1%2%1%2%1%

75947108345662121325Other party (net)
3%2%3%2%2%3%3%1%2%3%3%5%2%2%3%3%
--1-1--1-----1-1Solidarity
--*-*--*-----*-*
75846108245662111324Other candidate or party
3%2%3%2%2%3%3%1%2%3%3%5%2%2%3%2%

4849634567766442243145333113967206Undecided
18%24%23%20%17%22%27%18%14%18%25%26%29%27%14%21%

111981873153353-141528Refused
4%*3%4%5%2%1%7%2%2%3%2%-3%3%3%

604132224756512522233424269262154Would not vote
22%19%12%10%12%16%22%11%13%14%19%19%25%18%13%16%
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Table 5
A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal
193272466619575234321466321899126122118130124140113110983Unweighted base
194282436619477234331426621810212812812813812812812879983Weighted base

1-714615-2226211571212712673Conservative
*-3%1%2%79%2%-1%3%1%61%8%4%6%9%10%6%9%7%7%

11249133411-781375262720312226713174Labour
*5%10%14%69%5%5%-5%13%63%5%21%21%16%22%18%21%6%17%18%

41540154101236144786122048569Liberal Democrat
2%4%2%60%8%5%4%3%2%54%7%4%5%6%4%8%15%4%6%6%7%

335552643451124572-123Scottish Green Party
2%11%2%7%2%3%3%13%2%6%2%1%1%2%3%4%6%2%-1%2%

1-1893223265123830192729283714273222218S.N.P.
*-78%4%12%5%11%14%87%12%14%19%21%23%22%27%11%21%25%28%22%

-44-4-232-4--142311-12Scottish Socialist Party
-15%2%-2%-1%10%1%-2%--1%3%1%2%1%1%-1%

-1831113182-1-2254732125Other party (net)
-65%1%1%1%1%1%55%1%-1%-2%2%4%3%5%2%2%1%3%
--1---1------------11Solidarity
--*---*------------1%*
-1831112182-1-2254732-24Other candidate or party
-65%1%1%1%1%1%55%1%-1%-2%2%4%3%5%2%2%-2%

184-36821661-61662625351818283918206Undecided
95%-1%9%4%3%71%2%-9%8%6%21%20%27%13%14%22%30%23%21%

------1--1--843-543228Refused
------1%--1%--6%3%2%-4%3%2%3%3%

--22115111762024151620252411154Would not vote
--1%3%*1%2%3%1%2%3%6%15%19%12%12%15%19%19%15%16%
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Table 5
A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



CLASSAGESEX
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal
161130189114270200124158112109917252265329594Unweighted base
154119172149269207118150119110976850270324594Weighted base

81124293225161814111487353873Conservative
5%10%14%20%12%12%13%12%12%10%14%12%15%13%12%12%

503849378362295231382416137698174Labour
33%32%28%25%31%30%25%34%26%34%25%23%27%28%30%29%

1110262240141525157796383169Liberal Democrat
7%8%15%15%15%7%13%17%12%6%7%14%12%14%10%12%

22613896544533111323Scottish Green Party
1%2%4%9%3%5%5%3%3%4%5%4%6%4%4%4%

7250554197814149484238241796122218S.N.P.
46%42%32%28%36%39%35%32%40%38%40%36%33%36%38%37%

4243363-333123912Scottish Socialist Party
3%2%2%2%1%3%3%-3%2%3%2%4%1%3%2%

75947108345662121325Other party (net)
5%4%5%3%2%5%7%2%3%4%6%9%4%4%4%4%
--1-1--1-----1-1Solidarity
--*-*--*-----*-*
75846108245662111324Other candidate or party
5%4%5%3%2%5%7%1%3%4%6%9%4%4%4%4%
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Table 6
A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+

Prepared by TNS-BMRB
Fieldwork : 28th October - 3rd November 2009



PARTY SUPPORTED FOR HOLYROOD CONSTITUENCYPARTY SUPPORTED FOR WESTMINSTERSCOTTISH REGION
OtherLiberaOtherLibera
candidlcandidlMid

Undeciate orDemocrConserUndeciate orDemocrConserGlasCentLothandNorth
dedpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativededpartyS.N.P.atLabourvativeSouthWest-gow-ral-iansFifeEastH&ITotal
10272405818672643014555195877371709883775666594Unweighted base

92823859185756232141581949074757510486716347594Weighted base

1-714615-2226211571212712673Conservative
10%-3%2%2%81%8%-1%3%1%69%15%7%10%12%14%10%19%12%12%

11249133411-781375262720312226713174Labour
8%5%10%16%72%5%17%-5%14%71%5%36%36%27%30%26%37%12%28%29%

41540154101236144786122048569Liberal Democrat
41%4%2%69%8%5%16%3%2%62%7%4%9%11%8%11%23%6%12%10%12%

335552643451124572-123Scottish Green Party
33%11%2%8%3%3%10%13%2%7%2%1%1%3%6%5%9%3%-2%4%

1-1893223265123830192729283714273222218S.N.P.
7%-80%4%12%5%42%14%87%14%15%21%37%39%37%36%17%38%52%47%37%

-44-4-232-4--142311-12Scottish Socialist Party
-15%2%-2%-3%11%1%-2%--1%6%2%4%1%2%-2%

-1831113182-1-2254732125Other party (net)
-65%1%2%1%1%4%59%1%-1%-3%3%7%4%8%4%3%1%4%
--1---1------------11Solidarity
--*---1%------------1%*
-1831112182-1-2254732-24Other candidate or party
-65%1%2%1%1%3%59%1%-1%-3%3%7%4%8%4%3%-4%
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Table 6
A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?
 (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+
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  Page Table Title Base Description Base

  1 1 A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party 
would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+ 983

  3 2 A.1 If there were a General Election for the Westminster Parliament tomorrow, which  party would you vote for?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party 
would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+ 558

  5 3 A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: 
Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL AGED 18+ 983

  7 4 A.2 If the election for the Scottish Parliament were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for for your constituency MSP?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: 
Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?)

BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+ 609

  9 5 A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?) BASE : ALL AGED 18+ 983

  11 6 A.3 And which party would you vote for for additional MSPs for your area?  (Respondents initially stating “undecided/ refused” then asked: Which party would you be most inclined to vote for?) BASE : ALL COMMITTED VOTERS AGED 18+ 594


