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In August 2007, the SNP published a white paper on Scotland’s future, containing the bill which 
would authorise a referendum on Scottish independence and setting out the proposed ballot 
paper. Through the Scottish Opinion Survey, TNS System Three conducted polls in August and 
November 2007 and March 2008 to establish how the Scottish electorate would respond to the 
two options specified if such a referendum were to be held now. This poll was conducted 
in March 2008.

The results of this poll were published in the Sunday Herald on 13th April 2008.

TNS System Three is a member of the British Polling Council (BPC) and abides by its rules. We 
also operate within the Code of Conduct of the Market Research Society (MRS). In accordance 
with these rules the following information is provided:

Sample size 977

Sampling points 44

Fieldwork dates 26 March – 4 April 2008

Interview method Face-to-face, in-home.

Population sampled All adults aged 18+ in Scotland.

Sampling method The poll was conducted through our Omnibus, Scottish Opinion Survey. 
For this survey, a sample of constituencies is selected to be representative 
of Scotland geographically and by party of current first-vote MSP. Within 
each constituency, a quota sampling method is used for respondent 
selection.

Data weighting Data are weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ in Scotland, based 
on population profile estimates from the National Readership Survey. 
Weighting is carried out in relation to working status within gender, age, 
social grade and electoral region.

Unweighted and weighted bases are shown at the top of each 
computer table.

Questions The electronic tables show the question wording in full.

Further enquiries Chris.Eynon@tns-global.com

View main data set Referendum on Scottish Independence (3).



SEGAGESEXTotal
DEC2C1AB55+35-5418-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMale
34418224620542834620326616216218413469545432977Unweighted base
272208275223399345233232167165180127106512465977Weighted base

1221001086914516292727377854943184215399I AGREE that the Scottish
45%48%39%31%36%47%39%31%44%47%47%39%40%36%46%41%Government should

negotiate a settlement
with the Government of
the United Kingdom so
that Scotland becomes an
independent state

8763122123194123791207363604534215180396I DO NOT AGREE that the
32%30%45%55%49%36%34%52%44%38%33%35%32%42%39%40%Scottish Government

should negotiate a
settlement with the
Government of the United
Kingdom so that Scotland
becomes an independent
state

6345443160606339212535333011270182Don't know
23%22%16%14%15%17%27%17%13%15%19%26%28%22%15%19%
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SCOTTISH OPINION SURVEY - INDEPENDENCE : MARCH 2008 : J174937

Table 1
Q1. THE SNP HAVE RECENTLY OUTLINED THEIR PLANS FOR A POSSIBLE REFERENDUM ON SCOTTISH
     INDEPENDENCE IN FUTURE. IF SUCH A REFERENDUM WERE TO BE HELD TOMORROW, HOW WOULD YOU VOTE?
BASE: All aged 18+

Prepared by TNS System Three
Fieldwork : 26th March 2008 - 04th April 2008



AREATotal
Mid &North

SouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH & I
1011432051271176814076977Unweighted base
12712712713712712712778977Weighted base

5556454945506238399I AGREE that the Scottish
43%44%35%36%35%39%49%48%41%Government should

negotiate a settlement
with the Government of
the United Kingdom so
that Scotland becomes an
independent state

5541527647544626396I DO NOT AGREE that the
43%32%41%55%37%43%36%33%40%Scottish Government

should negotiate a
settlement with the
Government of the United
Kingdom so that Scotland
becomes an independent
state

1730311235232015182Don't know
13%24%24%9%28%18%16%19%19%
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Table 1
Q1. THE SNP HAVE RECENTLY OUTLINED THEIR PLANS FOR A POSSIBLE REFERENDUM ON SCOTTISH
     INDEPENDENCE IN FUTURE. IF SUCH A REFERENDUM WERE TO BE HELD TOMORROW, HOW WOULD YOU VOTE?
BASE: All aged 18+

Prepared by TNS System Three
Fieldwork : 26th March 2008 - 04th April 2008
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  Page Table Title Base Description Base

  1 1 Q1. THE SNP HAVE RECENTLY OUTLINED THEIR PLANS FOR A POSSIBLE REFERENDUM ON SCOTTISH      INDEPENDENCE IN FUTURE. IF SUCH A REFERENDUM WERE TO BE HELD 
TOMORROW, HOW WOULD YOU VOTE?

BASE: All aged 18+ 977


